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Using Open Source Software for Amateur Radio

When we talk about Open Source Software, the first thing that comes to our
mind is the Linux Operating System. Initially developed by Linux Torvalds, a
Finnish student, in 1991 as an alternative Unix-like OS to host free and OSS
applications, the developer shared the source code of this OS for further
development. Linux which took its name after its principal developer has now
grown into a robust, secure and a versatile platform not only to host database,
application, mail and web servers but also to be used in personal desktops and
laptops. Today Linux powers most of the web, many embedded devices and
every one of the top 500 supercomputers.

When All Else Failst Amateur Radio, the Original Open -Source Project Prevails

rP yfrem !WhenAlEs2 Bails-! Q)1 ¢ SdzU as a hmoBattd promote
their Field Day and demonstrate that Amateur Radio and the operators are
usually the first to respond in an emergency. In essence, this is the definition of
open source. When something is missing in the commercial system, we look
towards open source for solutions. Offering free training to a group of budding
hams, sharing technical knowledge and equipment building ideas, lending a
hand to put up an antenna, voluntee ring to operate during communication
failure in natural disasters are the foundations of the Amateur Radio and Open
Source culture.

89 dz& St ukuvUS BW OS O1 P aS8So dzi 1 Pf UdzP wdz0
U Uw b U BsBfiwardJaRd fully integrate our great  hobby with the Open Source
Software movement.

73, de Ramesh Kumar VU2LU
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This is the age of Webinars. We hear of webinars on a regular basis ; not a week
passes without an invitation from someone requesting me to join a webinar on
some subject or the other. A webinar is an online seminar that turns a presentation
into a real -time conversa tion from anywhere in the world; it allows several
participants to engage in online discussions or training events and share audio,
documents or slides ~ no matter where you are located. All you need is an internet
connection.

Apparently the pandemic is here to stay. Following safety precautions , all
meetings, ham-get-togethers conventions, and several DXpeditions are cancelled ,
so clubs are organizing weekly webinars on subjects related to electronics and
amateur radio. However, while it may be convenient for the participants, webinars
can never replace the personal meetings of the pre ->uwi Bf USUBuf 3

SkaS 0zS8SP Rudz S8So wvozSU z1 qa 'BP usSUa

S0’ & asedn retumn soon.

The new solar cycle #25 started off in December 2019, the solar minimum
continues. Predictions are that it may improve by the year 2025. Solar activity has
been low since 2017 ~ and as | am writing this, the sun is blank for about 20 days .
This is the deepest solar minimum in a century.
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Two-z wvdz0 " AuUBPoA& 1 USconettinarad@sd $é next Rne B dz0

October 2 " 7 a public holiday. Participation is low because of poor band conditions;
| am sure it will improve in future years.

73 - Stay home and stay safe! Get on the air!

Ganesh VU2TS
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